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The Challenge

The focus for Place Challenge 2015 is Town Centre Living. Changing economic 
circumstances, competition and patterns of service provision are challenging the role of 
town centres as sustainable places. 

Rethinking town centres as places to live is one possible future. But, how do we - 
working collaboratively - create town centres as living places that re-use existing spaces 
to deliver housing, opportunity and services in the right place, for the most impact?   

The Place Challenge 2015 brings together key people and organisations around the 
town centre living agenda of the Scottish Government’s Town Centre Action plan, 
and the Joint Housing Delivery Plan for Scotland to explore creative approaches to 
reimagine, redesign and reuse town centres as places for living. 

Architecture and Design Scotland and partners look forward to welcoming you to 
Arbroath on 28-29 October to take on this important Place Challenge.

Where & When 

Place Challenge 2015 opens at 9am for a 9.30am start on the 28th October at the 
Webster Theatre, Arbroath. 

The rest of the event takes place at Hospitalfield House, Arbroath. Bus tranfers will 
be provided between the venue and hotel or train station at the beginning and end of 
each day. The Place Challenge concludes at 6pm on 29 October. 

Accomodation is available at the Carnoustie Golf Hotel. 

Contact Jamie-Leigh.Morgan@improvementservice.org.uk for further details.

Webster Theatre

64 High St, Arbroath DD11 1AW

Hospitalfield House

Arbroath, DD11 2NH

Carnoustie Golf Hotel

Links Parade, Carnoustie,  
DD7 7JE

Speakers

Jim MacDonald, Chief Executive of A&DS, will open the Place Challenge at the 
Webster Theatre. 

Scottish Government, (tbc) setting the policy context and outlining the Scottish 
Government’s position on the town centre living agenda. 

Alan McKeown, Director of Communities at Angus Council, will set the scene for our 
two days, focusing specificially on the opportunities in the Angus towns. 

Kristen Hubert, National Manager of the Empty Homes Partnership in Scotland, will 
highlight the opportunities that exist in rethinking empty spaces to meet our housing 
needs.

David Rudlin is our keynote speaker on Day One. He manages URBED (Urbanism 
Environment and Design) and also a director of the URBED Trust. He is a planner by 
training and is the author of a number of research reports and a founder Academician 
of the Academy for Urbanism. David won the 2014 Wolfson Economic Prize, answering 
the question ‘How would you deliver a new garden city which is visionary, economically 
viable and popular?’ His presentation will share evidence and research on the potential 
of town centre living. 

Workshops

At the Place Challenge 2015 you will be working together in workshops on the issue 
of town centre living. To help you along the way you will be supported by our lead 
facilitators - Lorenz Herfurth, University of Lancaster, and Linsey McIntosh, Duncan 
of Jordanstone College of Art and Design. A number of A&DS board members - with 
experience of architecture, infrastructure, investment and planning - will be on hand to 
offer insights as ‘consultants in residence’.

The Project Exchange

Starting on Day Two you will be invited to meet a range of groups, individuals and 
experts who will share their experiences of delivering projects that promote town centre 
living. They represent housing, services, infrastructure, events and activities.  
In a quick round table format you will get a chance to hear a number of stories, ask 
questions and get inspired!  

http://www.webstertheatre.co.uk/
http://hospitalfield.org.uk/
http://www.bespokehotels.com/carnoustiegolfhotel
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Day 1 Day 2The Programme

Using Arbroath as a ‘learning place’ the two day programme offers a collaborative 
learning experience focusing on how to deliver town centre living through inspiring 
presentations, site visits, workshops, collaborative design exercises and engagement 
with live projects. 

You are invited to explore challenges at one of four scales, carefully selected to typify 
issues affecting town centres across Scotland. We would appreciate if you could indicate 
your preferred scale in this online survey. (Please indicate your preference by 21 Oct.)

STRATEGIC:  
Strategic policy and investment to support town centre living

Identify opportunities for better alignment between strategic policy and investment 
planning at regional scale to support town centre living possibilities.

HOUSING INVESTMENT AREA: 
Area based investment to support town centre living

Explore the benefits and barriers to collaborative investment at the scale of local areas 
to maximise benefits for the town centres and build the sustainable conditions to 
support town centre living.

HIGH STREET: 
Re-imagining high streets to support town centre living

Explore opportunities to re-imagine high street spaces as living places for a range of 
households.

BUILDING: 
Re-imagining the potential of building assets to support town centre living

Explore the process of assessing the feasibility of re-using existing assets for living and 
other uses.

Partners & Supporters

Place Challenge 2015: Town Centre Living is brought to you by A&DS in partnership 
with the Scottish Government, Angus Council, Historic Environment Scotland, The 
Development Trust Association Scotland, Scotland’s Towns Partnership, Construction 
Scotland Innovation Centre and Improvement Service.

The event is supported by BIDS Scotland, PAS (Planning Aid Scotland) and SURF 
(Scotland’s Urban Regeneration Forum).

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/pc2015_modules

